Introduction: A patent ductus arteriosus (PDA) in the first 3 days of life is a physiologic shunt in healthy term and preterm newborn infants. In contrast, a persistently PDA in preterm infants can have clinical consequences depending on the degree of left-to-right shunting. Echocardiography, considered as being the gold standard for diagnosing PDA.
Conclusions:
We demonstrated that the probability of the appearance of a widened CA on X rays was increased by the presence of PDA. Similarly, a CA angle narrower than 73.5 º and a negative predictive value of 93% eliminate the diagnosis of PDA. CA is a reliable and widely available tool in making the diagnosis of PDA.
